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(2) LEARNING OUTCOMES

Learning Outcomes

With a history of more than 40 years and experiences from many corners of the planet, Ecotourism
has gone through many stages to establish itself as an alternative form of tourism. The ecotourism
"industry" is constantly evolving and expanding and gaining more and more friends, but also rules of
ethics and conduct to distinguish it from the conventional tourism industry, even from the part of the
latter that tries to offer little more than the standard of "3 S (sun, sea, beach)' to the tourist.

The purpose of the course is to get to know Ecotourism as a category of sustainable tourism with great
prospects for the rural economy in our country, in protected and non-protected areas, and to highlight
modern approaches to the development and implementation of ecotourism activities.

Upon successful completion of the course, the student will have the necessary knowledge about the
ecotourism dimension of the utilization of the natural environment and will be able:

* To distinguish the values of the natural environment (and elements of biodiversity) that can be
sources of material for the development of recreational activities, ecotourism activities and
environmental interpretation activities.

¢ Identify its "strengths" and capabilities and describe its characteristics

of ecotourism recreation depending on the background, human resources and the special
characteristics of the area being exploited, and to distinguish the economic prospects of related
investments.

* To recognize and describe the potential for ecotourism (and sometimes agrotourism) utilization of
an area and to set the principles for assessing its carrying capacity and drawing up an ecotourism
utilization plan.

¢ To identify suitable locations for the development of ecotourism activities and the installation of
infrastructure, such as visitor information centers/stations, the construction of paths and the
placement of information signs with appropriate and updated content.

* To recognize the social and economic impacts, but also the environmental impacts of tourism and
ecotourism and forest recreation activities.

¢ To present to the manager and the staff of an ecotourism business the basic principles of
sustainable utilization of the natural environment and management of the business in this light.
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¢ To determine the framework for the development of a tourism impact monitoring system in a
region and formulate proposals for the implementation of the monitoring system based on the
human resources of the wider region.

¢ To know the basic principles of environmental ethics in ecotourism and the basic rules of browsing,
safety, hygiene and respect for the natural environment and protected objects.

¢ Know and be able to teach others how to read maps, orient the visitor in the countryside, use GPS
and wayfinding devices.

* To become familiar with examples from the current situation in the Greek and international
ecotourism market (case studies).

General Skills

(3) COURSE CONTENT

In the theoretical part of the course, the student is taught and learns about the following material:
¢ Introduction to alternative forms of tourism. Definitions of tourism, sustainable tourism,
alternative forms of tourism, ecotourism. "Ecotourist" profile. National legislation on tourism
and alternative forms of tourism. Examples of areas with a developed ecotourism economic
sector (briefly).
¢ Connecting biodiversity and natural environment management with ecotourism. Basic facts
about protected areas. Natural environment management. Environmental interpretation. How
the above can support and fuel ecotourism activities.
e Comparative "ecotourism" advantages of a region. History and human activities. Abiotic and
biotic environment (eg landscapes, geology, wildlife). Identification of the most important local
advantages (people, historical events, traditional activities, personal stories, etc.).
¢ Ecotourism and necessary infrastructure. What is and what is not ecotourism. Categories of
ecotourism activities. Necessary infrastructures to support ecotourism activities. Construction
types.
¢ Examples — Applications of ecotourism — Ethics. Examples of successful and unsuccessful
applications of ecotourism actions. Basic rules of ethics and respect for local communities and
the natural environment. The "bet" of ecotourism in the protected areas of Greece.
e Agritourism. The components and objectives of agritourism. Agritourism abroad and in Greece.
What form of tourism does the modern Greek choose?
¢ Management principles of ecotourism businesses. Issues of basic training of business managers
and personnel. Connecting ecotourism businesses with local administrative and production
bodies. Ecological footprint. Service — customer guidance.
e Carrying capacity of an area. Definition of bearing capacity. Methods of estimating bearing
capacity. Plan for ecotourism utilization of the area.
o Effects/impacts of tourism and ecotourism. Effects on the economy (economic figures). Effects
on local communities. Effects of mass tourism on the environment and the need for new
infrastructure. Are there "ecotourism impacts" on the natural environment? System for
recording the effects and impacts of tourism and ecotourism.
¢ Policy and Governance: Interest Group Management. Mass tourism vs ecotourism. Who are
the 'players' in the tourism of an area (at local and wider level)? How is the participation of
ecotourism businesses in the tourism market of a region ensured?
¢ Designing sustainable ecotourism packages: the experience of the EUROPARC organization.
Communication: what stories will we tell the customers of each sustainable destination? Training
for tomorrow: protected area staff and local businesses. Businesses and tourism agents: creating
sustainable and efficient packages. Visitors — ecotourists: tools for monitoring and planning flows
and activities.
¢ Safety when participating in ecotourism activities. Individual responsibility and basic
knowledge of the "customer". Security issues ensured by the person in charge - the organizer of
the actions. Practical topics (map reading, positioning, orientation, devices, geodetic reference
systems, etc.).
¢ Presentations of final course assignments.




For the practical training of the students in matters related to the subject of the course, a total of three
assignments will be prepared (the first two individual assignments or in groups of 2-3 people), while
the final assignment (3rd) will be individual and the student will be asked to present publicly and orally
at the end of the PMS semester. The final paper is delivered in printed and electronic format, and its
presentation lasts 15' and is followed by questions for 5-10' from the students present. The teacher, if
necessary, intervenes for commentary, observations and corrections.

Students are graded for the overall performance of their final paper (a) by 70% on the content and
editorial specifications and (b) by 30% on the preparation of the electronic presentation and its oral
support. These grades count for a total of 40% of the overall grade that the students will receive after
the final written examination of the theory.




(4) TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS - EVALUATION

COURSE DELIVERY METHOD | In class and remotely

USE OF INFORMATION AND . Use of PCs, ppt slides, projector, video
COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES projector, projection of short videos
. Learning process support through the e-
class electronic platform
. Eight (8) PCs in the Laboratory for
postgraduate students to practice
. Interactive Whiteboard
MANAGEMENT OF TEACHING Activity Semester Workload
Lectures 26
Three (3) assignments 54
related to the subject of
the course
Independent Study 70

Course Total (25 workload

150
hours per credit unit)

STUDENT EVALUATION

I. The written final exam (60%) includes:

* Short answer questions from all the material taught
(lectures, other material and book)

» Multiple choice questions (with a negative marking factor)
* True-False questions (with a negative scoring factor)

+ Short answer questions on a text that (possibly) will be
given for study and editing

during the examination

I1. Successful delivery of three (3) assignments and
presentation of the individual final (3rd) assignment (40%).
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